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Digital Media Era and Teaching Reformation of
Traditional Journalism: A Conversation Opportunity
between Academic and Industry
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Abstract

Chinese journalism and communication education in Malaysia today mainly
focused on two traditional media which are print media and electronic media, the
education and discussion regarding new media, especially for the development of
traditional media toward digital video and audio are relatively rare. It means that the
existing Chinese journalism and communication education system is still divided into
four traditional fields which included newspaper, magazine, radio and television.
Students choose to enter different specialties of study according to their interests or
1magination in this field.

However, with the emergence of digital convergence, academic departments and
subjects that were not related or have not been idea exchange with each other in the
past must be re-adjusted and put under the concept or category of digital video and
audio. By using the basic knowledge of traditional journalism in news processing, we
integrated it with the use of digital video and audio tools, and produce a new form of
content that different from traditional television news. In the time being, we called it
as “Digital Video and Audio News”.

The above preliminary observations coincided with the researcher’s participation
in the course structure revision for Diploma in Media Studies of New Era University
College, as well as hosting the five major Chinese-Language media in Malaysia and a
total of 10 internal training courses for digital video and audio has given the
researcher a deeper understanding and insight. Researcher had gained first-handed
feedback information through the field observation from academia (the former) and
industry (the latter), this information will become the important textual analysis of
this study.

In other words, researcher served as a course designer in the university course
revision, as well as an instructor for digital video and audio's training course in the
Chinese Newspaper industry, created an opportunity for the academia and industry
practitioners to make communication and idea exchanging, and this could at least
solve the two major problems that have not been solved before, which are (1) Does
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academia need or in necessary to train talents for industry? And (2) Does academia
have the capacity to lead the industry to run formulation and reformation of news
processing? This proposition will become an interesting debate between “Higher
Education Institute as Skills Training Centre” (the former) and “Higher Education
Institute as Industry Leader” (the latter).
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