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Rethinking Teaching Content of Photojournalism from
the Professionalism and Work Routine Change of Photo
Journalist in Malaysian Chinese Newspaper

Kaw Pai Yeow & Wong Chiew Kung'

Abstract

With the advent of the digital convergence era, position of photojournalism in
Chinese Newspaper has shifted from static storytelling to dynamic video narratives;
photojournalists have to work as photographer and videographer in order to fulfill
their role. With these transformation of industry professional definition and working
mode, photojournalism education with traditional static photographing as core
connotation must be rethought and re-adjusted.

The objective of this study is to re-examine the connotation of photojournalism
education in local Chinese communication higher institutes through the exploration
of the professional’s perception and the job scope of Chinese newspaper
photojournalist in Malaysia, to probe and make reflective thinking on possible
reformation. A qualitative research method had been adopted in this study, by applied
oral history research, 15 incumbents and retired Chinese newspaper photojournalists
of different generations had been interviewed; content analysis had been used to
collect and analyze the photojournalism curriculum from two local Chinese
communication higher institutes and in-depth interviews with the lecturers had been
conducted. In addition, this study also reviewed the information of photojournalism
curriculum of communication department from key universities of China, Hong Kong
and Taiwan for comparison.

The result found that while the essence of photojournalism in Chinese newspaper
remained unchanged, however, there was a rheology of changes in attribution, such
as the story narrative materials changed from single or multiple photos to multimedia
digital material, visual display form of news changed from static to continuous
dynamic, and the relationship with the reader had transferred from one-way to two-
way interaction.

Besides, the working mode of photojournalist has also transferred from linear-
single professional to multitasking and flexibility, the requirements for professional
competence was no longer limited to photography technique mastering, but the
skillful manipulation of multi-digital technology. This kind of qualitative changes
between the essence of professional and working mode undoubtedly became a big
challenge for the photojournalism education based on the traditional professional
connotation.
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Researcher believes that, the persistence of the essence of photojournalism
profession is still the core constituent elements of the curriculum, yet, the
competitiveness of students in digital convergence only can be enhance by breaking
the past knowledge-based of photography technology, incorporating the skills of
digital technology application and multimedia material integration.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese newspaper, photojournalist, photojournalism
education, journalism professional perception
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