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IEP 2013 started on 21 January and ended on 7 March. 
During the six weeks, both students and teachers enjoyed 
the course immensely. This year, we were very lucky to 
have four American ladies coming all the way from America 
to New Era College to help us with the speaking class.

From the �me I picked up my luggage and 
came out of the KL airport, I enjoyed Malaysia.  
Mr. Law looked at four USA teachers, and I’m 
sure he wondered how he would get all of our 

luggage in his car.  We were able to squeeze it into the 
van and were on our way to New Era College in Kajang.

Ms. Lim and Vivien met us with big smiles of 
welcome and showed us the English Department, 
office and our  classrooms.  Then I saw my large room 
on the VIP floor.  What could be be�er than my private 
room and two willing ladies to keep an eye on me.

On the first day of classes, twenty-seven students 
were wai�ng outside the classroom.  I think they were 
wai�ng to see what their American teacher would 
look like.  As the weeks progressed we grew to love 
each other and hopefully they learned some English.

In addi�on to a posi�ve experience teaching English, 
I enjoyed seeing parts of Malaysia.  Three of us visited the 

nice, cool Cameron Highlands one Saturday.  Going through 
the tea factory was especially interes�ng and I couldn’t 
resist buying some tea to take home for gi�s and for myself.  
During the Chinese New Year week, a friend and I visited 
KL’s sights which included the Central Market, Twin Towers, 
Tex�le Museum, Bird Park, Bu�erfly Park, and the Orchid 
Garden.  The school trip to Melaka was a great experience.  
I had to try the city’s specialty, rice balls and chicken.

What a friendly country of many cultures and spoken 
languages.  From the �me I arrived un�l now I have had a 
posi�ve feeling.  The English Department has taken good care 
of me.  This has been a posi�ve teaching experience with my 
students at the New Era College.  Thank you to New Era College 
and Malaysia for a great teaching and cultural experience.

This is my first �me to Malaysia and 
it has been a wonderful experience.  New 
Era College (NEC) has been very welcoming 
and has made my �me here a posi�ve and 

rewarding one.  My students have been fun, coopera�ve, 
and eager learners and have become my friends.

They have made me want to return to NEC to 
teach in the IEP again.  I hope my students have gained 
some knowledge and experience so they can use their 
oral English with confidence.  Thanks to my students 
for teaching me about Malaysia and especially about 
the wonderful Malaysian food.  Thanks to the English 
Department for being so kind and helpful.  Thanks to 
NEC  for invi�ng me to be a part of the IEP.  I will take 
NEC and my students back to the US with me in my heart.

This is my first visit to this side of the world.  
I knew the weather would be like home in the 
summer�me—hot, humid and hazy.  But I didn’t 
realize Kajang is hot, humid, hazy and hilly.

Everyone in New Era College has made me feel 
“at home” during my stay here.  My class has spoiled 
me with standing and bowing when I enter and 
gree�ng me with “Good Morning, Teacher”.  Now, 
if only I can teach American teenagers to do that.

The English Department has made my trip to Malaysia 

These are what they have said:



14 15

a totally enjoyable experience. As my teaching assignment 
at IEP ends, I am thankful for Facebook so I can keep up with 
my new Malaysian friends when I am back home in the USA. 

The opportunity to teach at New Era 
College has given my life more meaning and 
has been inspirational in many ways.  I am 
very impressed with the amount of English 

that the students speak.  This has certainly contributed 
to an easy transition from teaching English in America 
to teaching it in Malaysia.  I believe the IEP is a much 
needed program for the students and serves as an 
excellent bridge between their high school and college.  
I very much enjoyed teaching the students, who were 
fun and anxious to learn.  They were charming, very 
attentive and easy to teach.  I really enjoyed our 
leisure activities together, including our Wednesday 
afternoon get-togethers and the basketball game.

Also, I am very appreciative of the opportunity 
to teach in the English Department’s Teacher’s 
Workshop.  It was a very rewarding experience, 
and I believe the teacher-students felt the same.  I 
believe the workshop was a success in all aspects and 

recommend that more of these be held in the future.  
It is a true investment in the Malaysian children. 

I can’t say enough good about New Era College, and 
the staff in the English Department.  From the �me we 
were picked up at the airport by Mr. Law, we have been 
catered to as royalty.  The staff are some of the most 
dedicated people I have known.  My accommoda�on 
is deluxe, including the size of the room, the incredible 
view, the furniture, refrigerator, etc.  This certainly made 
my lessons much easier to prepare and my private �me 
in my room, very enjoyable.  The ea�ng facili�es are 
convenient, inexpensive, and the food is good.  I am so 
thankful that the school included me in the events for 
the Prime Minister’s visit, the Chinese New Year dinner, 
and at the fund-raising event.  These experiences helped 
me to understand the Chinese culture more.  I am very 
impressed with the commitment of the school to give back 
to the Chinese Community for its support of the school.  

 
This not only has been a fantas�c experience, but 

also one in which I have grown, both as a teacher and 
person.  I believe I am taking away from this experience 
much more than I was able to give. Thank you, New Era 
College, very much for this opportunity.

Susan Wong Susan Wong
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